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Lesson Plan: Understanding Expectations: College Research Papers

Topic: Understanding Expectations: College Research Papers

Level: University

Objective:

To provide students with a comprehensive understanding of college research
papers, their purpose, and expectations.

To equip students with the necessary research skills and mindset to excel in their
research papers.

To help students fulfill professors' expectations and build valuable career assets

through research.

Introduction (10 minutes):

Greet the students and introduce the topic of college research papers.

Explain the importance of understanding the expectations associated with
college research papers.

Engage students by asking them about their prior experiences or knowledge of

research papers.

Part 1: Looking Closer: The What and Why of College Research Papers (30 minutes):

Define what a college research paper is, its purpose, and how it differs from other
types of academic writing.

Discuss the significance of conducting thorough research before starting a research
paper.

Show examples of well-written college research papers from different disciplines to

highlight best practices.
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Activity 1 - Group Discussion (15 minutes):

e Divide students into small groups and provide them with sample research papers.

e Instruct them to analyze and discuss the structure, formatting, use of sources,
and overall effectiveness.

e Encourage groups to share their findings with the class.

Part 2: Applying Research Mindset: Way to A (40 minutes):
e Explain why developing a research mindset is crucial for success in college research
papers.
e Discuss effective strategies for selecting a topic, formulating a thesis statement, and
creating an outline for a research paper.
e Provide guidance on conducting proper literature reviews and utilizing credible

sources.

Activity 2 - Thesis Statement Workshop (20 minutes):

¢ Distribute handouts with different topics related to various disciplines.

e Ask students to develop a strong thesis statement for each topic individually or in
pairs within a given time limit.

¢ Review their statements and provide constructive feedback.

Part 3: Fulfilling Professors Expectations (30 minutes):
e Discuss common expectations that professors have for college research papers,
including formatting, citation styles, and word count.
e Explain the importance of meeting deadlines and following instructions precisely.
¢ Highlight the significance of proper editing and proofreading to ensure high-quality

research papers.
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Quiz 1 - Expectations Assessment (15 minutes):

e Administer a short quiz to assess students’ understanding of formatting, citation
styles, word count requirements, etc.

e Review the quiz together as a class to address any misconceptions or areas

needing further clarification.

Part 4: Building Career Assets: Forever Research (30 minutes):
e Emphasize the long-term benefits of conducting research during college and its
impact on future career opportunities.
e Discuss how research experience can enhance critical thinking skills, problem-
solving abilities, and knowledge acquisition.
e Share examples of successful individuals who have utilized their college research

papers as a foundation for their careers.

Extension Activity — Research Presentation (20 minutes):

e Ask each student to choose a topic they are passionate about or related to their
field of study.

e Instruct them to prepare a brief presentation highlighting key findings and insights
from their research paper.

e Allow time for questions and discussions after each presentation.

Differentiation:
e Provide additional resources (books, articles, websites) for students who want to
explore specific topics further.
e Assign more challenging readings or case studies for advanced students.
e Pair struggling students with high-performing peers for collaborative learning

opportunities.
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Conclusion:
e Summarize the key points discussed throughout the lesson plan.

e Highlight the importance of understanding expectations in college research papers

for academic success and future career prospects.

e Encourage students to ask questions or seek clarification if needed.

Note:

The timing mentioned is approximate and can be adjusted based on the actual duration of
each activity in a classroom setting.



